EPISTEMOLOGIES OF SOCIAL INQUIRY

Political Science 7000
Spring 2017
Alexander Wendt

Office:  2180 Derby and 204C Mershon
Office Hours:  Flexible by appointment

Email:  wendt.23@osu.edu

Course Description

Unlike the objects of the physical sciences, the objects of social inquiry are also subjects, in the sense that they are conscious, and have their own ideas about what they are doing and why they are doing it.  This difference has underpinned a century-long debate between what we will call “positivists” and “interpretivists” about whether the social sciences need an epistemology or ways of knowing essentially different than those used in the physical sciences, and if so what they should look like.  This course is an introductory survey of this debate.

Requirements

There are two course requirements.  
1) Come to class prepared to discuss the readings in an informed and thoughtful fashion.  As an extra credit option to bolster your participation score, you may choose to write three 3-page critical reaction papers to one or two assigned readings, which are due before the relevant class discussion.  Either way, participation will be worth 1/3 of your final grade.
2) Write a 25-30 page research paper on some philosophical aspect of social science.  Topic and format are negotiable but must be approved by the instructor; worth 2/3 of your final grade.
Readings

All readings are required, and I recommend that you read them in the order listed.  Everything is on Canvas except two books, which you can get from Amazon if necessary.
King, Gary, Robert Keohane and Sidney Verba (1994) – Designing Social Inquiry, Princeton University Press [henceforth “KKV”]
Wendt, Alexander (2015) – Quantum Mind and Social Science, Cambridge University Press

Were my book not introducing the course, I would have chosen instead Patrick Jackson’s outstanding and widely used text, which I encourage you to pick up regardless:

Jackson, Patrick Thaddeus (2011) – The Conduct of Inquiry in International Relations, Routledge

CALENDAR
Jan 9:  Course Introduction
Monteiro, Nuno and Keven Ruby (2009) – “IR and the False Promise of Philosophical Foundations,” International Theory, 1, 15-48

Reus-Smit, Chris (2013) – “Beyond Metatheory?” European Journal of International Relations, 19, 589-608
Jan 16:  No Class, Martin Luther King Day

Jan 23:  The Problem of Social Ontology
Wendt – Quantum Mind and Social Science, entire, but especially chapters 1, 3, 6, 8, 10, and 12-14
PART I:  POSITIVISMS

Jan 30:  Objectivity and Science
KKV – “The Science in Social Science,” Chapter 1, pp. 3-33

Weber, Max (1949/1994) – “Objectivity in Social Science and Social Policy” (abridged), in M. Martin and L. McIntyre, eds., Readings in the Philosophy of Social Science, Cambridge: MIT Press, pp. 535-545
Elliott, Kevin and Daniel McKaughan (2014) – “Nonepistemic Values and the Multiple Goals of Science, Philosophy of Science, 81, 1-21

Ludwig, David (2016) – “Ontological Choices and the Value-Free Ideal,” Erkenntnis, 81, 1253-1272

Feb 6:  Describing
KKV – “Descriptive Inference,” Chapter 2, pp. 34-74
Hansen, Hans and Tony Porter (2012) – “What Do Numbers Do in Transnational Governance?” International Political Sociology, 6, 409-426

Montuschi, E. (2004) – “Rethinking Objectivity in Social Science,” Social Epistemology, 18, 109-122

Weberman, David (1997) – “The Nonfixity of the Historical Past,” Review of Metaphysics, 50, 749-768

Feb 13:  Theorizing
Hill, Kim Quaile (2012) – “In Search of General Theory,” Journal of Politics, 74, 917-931

MacDonald, Paul (2003) – “Useful Fiction or Miracle Maker?  The Competing Epistemological Foundations of Rational Choice Theory,” American Political Science Review, 97, 551-565
Locke, Karen, Karen Golden-Biddle and Martha Feldman (2008) – “Making Doubt Generative:  Rethinking the Role of Doubt in the Research Process,” Organization Science, 19, 907-918

Johnson, James (2014) – “Models Among the Political Theorists,” American Journal of Political Science, 58, 547-560

Feb 20:  Explaining
KKV – “Causality and Causal Inference,” Chapter 3, pp. 75-114
Hedstrom, Peter and Petri Ylikoski (2010) – “Causal Mechanisms in the Social Sciences,” Annual Review of Sociology, 36, 49-67
Grynaviski, Eric (2013) – “Contrasts, Counterfactuals, and Causes,” European Journal of International Relations, 21, 823-846
Ylikoski, Petri (2013) – “Causal and Constitutive Explanation Compared,” Erkenntnis, 78, 277-297
Feb 27:  Generalizing
KKV – Chapters 4-6 (skim), pp. 115-230
McKeown, Timothy (1999) – “Case Studies and the Statistical Worldview,” International Organization, 53, 161-190
Leuridan, Bert and Anton Froeyman (2012) – “On Lawfulness in History and Historiography,” History and Theory, 51, 172-192

Mahoney, James and Gary Goertz (2006) – “A Tale of Two Cultures: Contrasting Quantitative and Qualitative Research,” Political Analysis, 14, 227-249
PART II: INTERPRETIVISMS

Mar 6: Explaining and Understanding
Taylor, Charles (1971/1985) – “Interpretation and the Sciences of Man,” reprinted in Taylor, Philosophy and the Human Sciences (2), Cambridge University Press, pp. 15-57

Martin, Michael (1994) – “Taylor on Interpretation and the Sciences of Man,” in M. Martin and L. McIntyre, eds., Readings in the Philosophy of Social Science, MIT Press, pp. 259-279

Kurzman, Charles (2004) – “Can Understanding Undermine Explanation? The Confused Experience of Revolution,” Philosophy of the Social Sciences, 34, 328-351
Geertz, Clifford (1973) – “Thick Description: Toward an Interpretive Theory of Culture,” in Geertz, The Interpretation of Cultures, Basic Books, pp. 3-32
Mar 13:  No Class – Spring Break
Mar 20:  Subjectivity and Inter-Subjectivity
O’Mahoney, Joseph (2015) – “Why Did They Do That?  The Methodology of Reasons for Action,” International Theory, 7, 231-262

Sylvester, Christine (2012) – “War Experiences/War Practices/War Theory,” Millennium, 40, 483-503

Pauen, Michael (2012) – “The Second-Person Perspective,” Inquiry, 55, 33-49

Schwartz, Joel (1984) – “Participation and Multisubjective Understanding: An Interpretivist Approach to the Study of Political Participation,” Journal of Politics, 46, 1117-1141
Mar 27:  Critical Theorizing
Geuss, Raymond (1981) – The Idea of a Critical Theory, Cambridge University Press, entire (95 pages)

Wendt, Alexander and Raymond Duvall (2008) – “Sovereignty and the UFO,” Political Theory, 36, 607-633

Apr 3:  The Performativity of Social Science
Osborne, Thomas and Nikolas Rose (1999) – “Do the Social Sciences Create Phenomena? The Example of Public Opinion Research,” British Journal of Sociology, 50, 367-396
Law, John and John Urry (2004) – “Enacting the Social,” Economy and Society, 33, 390-410

Aradau, Claudia and Jef Huysmans (2014) – “Critical Methods in International Relations: The Politics of Techniques, Devices and Acts,” European Journal of International Relations, 20, 596-619

Bergenholtz, Carsten and Jacob Busch (2016) – “Self-Fulfillment of Social Science Theories:  Cooling the Fire,” Philosophy of the Social Sciences, 46, 24-43

Apr 10:  Participatory Epistemology
Heikes, Deborah (2004) – “The Bias Paradox: Why it’s not just for Feminists Anymore,” Synthese, 138, 315-35

Hawkesworth, Mary (1997) – “From Objectivity to Objectification: Feminist Objections,” in A. Megill, ed., Rethinking Objectivity, Duke University Press, pp. 151-177

Koskinen, Inkeri (2014) – “Critical Subjects: Participatory Research Needs to Make Room for Debate,” Philosophy of the Social Sciences, 44, 733-751

Flyvbjerg, Bent (2004) – “A Perestroikan Straw Man Answers Back: David Laitin and Phronetic Social Science,” Politics and Society, 32, 389-416
Apr 17:  Conclusion:  Progress through Pragmatism?

Ball, Terence (1976) – “From Paradigms to Research Programs: Toward a post-Kuhnian Political Science,” American Journal of Political Science, 20, 151-177
Attfeld, Robin (2016) – “Progress and Directionality in Science, the Humanities, Society and Evolution,” Journal of the Philosophy of History, 10, 29-50
Sil, Rudra and Peter Katzenstein (2010) – “Analytic Eclecticism in the Study of World Politics,” Perspectives on Politics, 8, 411-431
Rorty, Richard (198#) – “Method, Social Science, and Social Hope,” excerpt from his Consequences of Pragmatism, University of Minnesota Press, pp. 191-210

Apr 24:  Open Session
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