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Academic Appointments 
 
Professor of Political Science, The Ohio State University, May 2025 –  
 
Associate Professor of Political Science, Ohio State University, August 2023 – May 2025 
 
Associate Professor of Political Science, University of California, Merced, July 2017 – June 2023 
 
Campbell National Fellow and Susan Louise Dyer Peace Fellow, Hoover Institution, Stanford 
University, September 2018 – August 2019 
 
Assistant Professor of Political Science, University of California, Merced, July 2010 – June 2017 
 
Postdoctoral Research Associate (Formal Theory and Quantitative Analysis), Department of Politics, 
Princeton University, September 2009 – June 2010        
                                                                               
Education 
 
Ph.D. in Political Science, Duke University, 2009 
M.A. in Economics, Duke University, 2007 
M.P.P., University of California, Berkeley, 2002 
B.A., Zhejiang University, China, 1997  
 
Peer-Reviewed Publications 
 
Huang, Haifeng. 2025. “Reckoning with Reality: Correcting National Overconfidence in a Rising 
Power.” International Organization 79(4): 672-711. 
 
“Toolbox of Individual-Level Interventions against Online Misinformation.” 2024. (with 
Anastasia Kozyreva et al.). Nature Human Behaviour 8(1044–1052).  
 
Huang, Haifeng, Chanita Intawan, and Stephen Nicholson. 2024. “Political Trust and Public 
Support for Propaganda.” Research & Politics. 
 
Nicholson, Stephen, and Haifeng Huang. 2023. “Making the List: Reevaluating Political Trust and 
Social Desirability in China.” American Political Science Review 117(3): 1158-1165.  
 
Huang, Haifeng, Chanita Intawan, and Stephen Nicholson. 2023. “In Government We Trust: Implicit 
Political Trust and Regime Support in China.” Perspectives on Politics 21(4): 1357-1375. 

http://www.hhuang.org/
mailto:huang.5457@osu.edu
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0020818325100969
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0020818325100969
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-024-01881-0
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11109-021-09683-0
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11109-021-09683-0
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055422000946
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055422000946
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/in-government-we-trust-implicit-political-trust-and-regime-support-in-china/90470D4F4D068ABD217618092CCBC2F7
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/in-government-we-trust-implicit-political-trust-and-regime-support-in-china/90470D4F4D068ABD217618092CCBC2F7
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Huang, Haifeng, and Nicholas Cruz. 2022. “Propaganda, Presumed Influence, and Collective 
Protest.” Political Behavior 44(4): 1789–1812.  
 
Huang, Haifeng. 2021. “From ‘the Moon Is Rounder Abroad’ to ‘Bravo, My Country’: How China 
Misperceives the World.” Studies in Comparative International Development 56:112–130.   
 
Wang, Chengli, and Haifeng Huang. 2021. “When ‘Fake News’ Becomes Real: The Consequences of 
False Government Denials in an Authoritarian Country.” Comparative Political Studies 54(5): 
753–778. 
 
Huang, Haifeng, and Yao-Yuan Yeh. 2019. “Information from Abroad: Foreign Media, Selective 
Exposure, and Political Support in China.” British Journal of Political Science 49(2): 611-636. 
 
Huang, Haifeng, Serra Boranbay, and Ling Huang. 2019. “Media, Protest Diffusion, and 
Authoritarian Resilience.” Political Science Research and Methods 7(1): 23-42.   
 
Huang, Haifeng. 2018. “The Pathology of Hard Propaganda.” Journal of Politics 80 (3): 1034-1038.  
 
Huang, Haifeng, and Xinsheng Liu. 2018. “Historical Knowledge and National Identity: Evidence 
from China.” Research and Politics 5(3): 1-8. 
 
Huang, Haifeng. 2017. “A War of (Mis)Information: The Political Effects of Rumors and Rumor 
Rebuttals in an Authoritarian Country.” British Journal of Political Science 47(2): 283-312. 
 
Huang, Haifeng. 2017. "Who Wants to Leave China?" Journal of East Asian Studies 17(2): 191-213. 
 
Huang, Haifeng. 2016. “Personal Character or Social Expectation: A Formal Analysis of ‘Suzhi’.” 
Journal of Contemporary China 25 (102): 908-922.  
 
Huang, Haifeng. 2015. “International Knowledge and Domestic Evaluations in a Changing Society: 
The Case of China.” American Political Science Review 109 (3): 613–634. 
 
Huang, Haifeng. 2015. “Propaganda as Signaling.” Comparative Politics 47 (4): 419-437. 
 
Huang, Haifeng. 2013. “Signal Left, Turn Right: Central Rhetoric and Local Reform in China.” 
Political Research Quarterly 66 (2): 292-305. 
 
Huang, Haifeng. 2010. “Electoral Competition When Some Candidates Lie and Others Pander.” 
Journal of Theoretical Politics 22 (3): 333-358.  
 
Book Review (Editor Invited) 
 
Review of Propaganda in Autocracies: Institution, Information, and the Politics of Belief (Erin 
Baggott Carter and Brett L. Carter. Cambridge University Press, 2023). Perspectives on Politics, 
2024.  

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11109-021-09683-0
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11109-021-09683-0
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12116-021-09322-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12116-021-09322-z
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0010414020957672
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0010414020957672
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/information-from-abroad-foreign-media-selective-exposure-and-political-support-in-china/801E72D53380AA526E9F898BC2127951
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/information-from-abroad-foreign-media-selective-exposure-and-political-support-in-china/801E72D53380AA526E9F898BC2127951
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/political-science-research-and-methods/article/media-protest-diffusion-and-authoritarian-resilience/EE442D9F9935C7BD57748E46BB0289A3
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/political-science-research-and-methods/article/media-protest-diffusion-and-authoritarian-resilience/EE442D9F9935C7BD57748E46BB0289A3
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/political-science-research-and-methods/article/media-protest-diffusion-and-authoritarian-resilience/EE442D9F9935C7BD57748E46BB0289A3
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/696863
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/2053168018794352
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/2053168018794352
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/war-of-misinformation-the-political-effects-of-rumors-and-rumor-rebuttals-in-an-authoritarian-country/9BA716D7394435F5A0C2291EC5E7B5B7
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/war-of-misinformation-the-political-effects-of-rumors-and-rumor-rebuttals-in-an-authoritarian-country/9BA716D7394435F5A0C2291EC5E7B5B7
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/a-war-of-misinformation-the-political-effects-of-rumors-and-rumor-rebuttals-in-an-authoritarian-country/9BA716D7394435F5A0C2291EC5E7B5B7
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-east-asian-studies/article/who-wants-to-leave-china/2D71329903C7001A2E9A6446480D628B
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10670564.2016.1186363
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10670564.2016.1186363?journalCode=cjcc20#.V3PyjqIs3Rk
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/international-knowledge-and-domestic-evaluations-in-a-changing-society-the-case-of-china/54C958316C6B4E843DB5F10CAF72C6B5
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/international-knowledge-and-domestic-evaluations-in-a-changing-society-the-case-of-china/54C958316C6B4E843DB5F10CAF72C6B5
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/international-knowledge-and-domestic-evaluations-in-a-changing-society-the-case-of-china/54C958316C6B4E843DB5F10CAF72C6B5
https://www.jstor.org/stable/43664158?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/23563145?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
http://prq.sagepub.com/content/66/2/292.short
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0951629810365151?journalCode=jtpa
http://jtp.sagepub.com/content/22/3/333.short
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1537592724001233
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Under Review 
 
“The Sound of Silence: Championing Democracy in an Authoritarian Society” (R&R) 
 
“Signaling Loyalty, Losing Support: Performative Propaganda under Economic Openness” (with 
Xing Chen) 
 
Working Papers 
 
“Of Rents and Rumors: Regime Competence and Media Freedom in Non-Democracies”  
 
“Learning without Liking: The 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics and Effects of Authoritarian Mega-
Events” (with Chaohong Pan) 
 
Selected Work in Progress 
 
“Experiencing America: How Study Abroad Changes Chinese International Students” 
“Disaster, Propaganda, and Resistance” 
“Cute Propaganda” (with Rex Deng) 
“Scalable Walls: A Theory of Information Censorship” 
“How Is the East Read?” 
Book Project: The Power of Nonpersuasive Propaganda 
 
Public Writings 
 
“How information bubble drives the Chinese public’s views of China’s global standing and 
fuels grassroots nationalism.” UCSD China Data Lab Blog. December 16, 2020. 
 
“China is also relying on propaganda to tackle the Covid-19 crisis.” Washington Post (The Monkey 
Cage column). March 11, 2020.  
 
“Pay for your Facebook posts?” The Economic Times. February 13, 2019 (with Chirantan 
Chatterjee).  
 
“What a tragic traffic incident says about Chinese social ethics.” Sixth Tone. June 16, 2017. 
 
“In China, rumors are flying about David Dao’s alleged $140 million settlement from United 
Airlines.’’ Washington Post (The Monkey Cage column). May 10, 2017. 
 
Selected Media Interviews and Citations 
 
New York Times (2, 3, 4,5), Washington Post, The Economist, Los Angeles Times, Asia Society, 
The Atlantic, Atlantic Council, Carnegie Moscow Center (in Russian), ChinaFile, Foreign Policy 
(2, 3, 4), Matichon (in Thai), Monkey Cage (2, 3), The New Yorker, Politico, Quartz (2), Sinica 
Podcast, Sinocism China Newsletter (2), South China Morning Post, SupChina, UC Merced 
University News, VOA  

https://chinadatalab.ucsd.edu/viz-blog/how-information-bubble-drives-the-chinese-publics-views-of-chinas-global-standing-and-fuels-grassroots-nationalism/
https://chinadatalab.ucsd.edu/viz-blog/how-information-bubble-drives-the-chinese-publics-views-of-chinas-global-standing-and-fuels-grassroots-nationalism/
https://t.co/Vlg64FzxZc?amp=1
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/blogs/et-commentary/pay-for-your-facebook-posts/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjBvcDktcHgAhXTMn0KHUgKDuMQFjAAegQIBhAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sixthtone.com%2Fnews%2F1000343%2Fwhat-a-tragic-traffic-incident-says-about-chinese-social-ethics&usg=AOvVaw1dWtdcYwBTXwuUBWOoaTlm
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiCxIDMtcHgAhVgGDQIHfFOAywQFjAAegQIChAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fnews%2Fmonkey-cage%2Fwp%2F2017%2F05%2F10%2Fin-china-rumors-are-flying-about-david-daos-140-million-settlement-from-united-airlines%2F&usg=AOvVaw3g33hGcBCp3Y3_gGXaYHZ5
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiCxIDMtcHgAhVgGDQIHfFOAywQFjAAegQIChAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fnews%2Fmonkey-cage%2Fwp%2F2017%2F05%2F10%2Fin-china-rumors-are-flying-about-david-daos-140-million-settlement-from-united-airlines%2F&usg=AOvVaw3g33hGcBCp3Y3_gGXaYHZ5
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/18/business/trump-xi-us-china.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/05/technology/epoch-times-youtube.html?ugrp=u&unlocked_article_code=1.jk0.x-yW.BXgzaWvso-a_&smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/23/world/asia/china-frost-boy.html?smid=tw-share
https://cn.nytimes.com/education/20160121/cc21textbook/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/09/world/asia/china-blur-brands-xinjiang-cotton.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/hong-kong-police-yuen-long-attack-national-security-law-arrests/2020/08/27/370d8490-e787-11ea-bf44-0d31c85838a5_story.html
https://www.economist.com/special-report/2021/01/21/how-nationalism-is-shaping-chinas-young
http://www.latimes.com/world/asia/la-fg-china-credit-system-20151122-story.html
http://asiasociety.org/blog/asia/how-exposure-foreign-media-may-strengthen-chinese-support-their-government
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2020/09/hong-kong-protests-propaganda/616135/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/how-much-support-does-the-chinese-communist-party-really-have/
http://carnegie.ru/commentary/2016/05/14/ru-63588/iya8
http://www.chinafile.com/features/whys-beijing-so-worried-about-western-values-infecting-chinas-youth
http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/12/07/do-years-studying-in-america-change-chinese-hearts-and-minds-china-u-foreign-policy-student-survey/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/06/23/beyond-propaganda-legatum-transitions-forum-russia-china-venezuela-syria/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/07/21/why-chinas-propagandists-love-the-internet/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2017/02/09/chinas-youth-admire-america-far-more-than-we-knew-surprising-survey-results-ideological-university-crackdown/
http://www.matichon.co.th/news_detail.php?newsid=1417519977
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2015/08/26/the-political-implications-of-chinas-stock-market-crisis/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2015/10/14/putin-wins-at-hockey-mao-swims-the-yangtze-and-other-amazing-feats-of-authoritarian-prowess/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/10/26/putin-wins-when-trump-says-u-s-elections-are-rigged-so-do-all-dictators/
http://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/childrens-books-and-chinas-crackdown-on-western-ideology
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2020/05/04/china-america-struggle-disaster-221741?fbclid=IwAR2uwCb05aXsWcu1Jd6zaplFNk6h-3Vj57TnnqIiFXfW6M3xDRye9B4KHh8
https://qz.com/1089384/
https://qz.com/1699144/why-chinas-social-media-propaganda-isnt-as-good-as-russias/
https://supchina.com/podcast/the-carter-centers-survey-on-chinese-perception-with-yawei-liu-and-michael-cerny/
https://supchina.com/podcast/the-carter-centers-survey-on-chinese-perception-with-yawei-liu-and-michael-cerny/
https://sinocism.com/?p=10473
https://sinocism.com/?p=11564
http://www.scmp.com/magazines/post-magazine/long-reads/article/2131738/how-chinese-overseas-students-are-learning-harsh
http://supchina.com/2018/01/18/caught-in-a-crossfire-chinese-students-abroad-and-the-battle-for-their-hearts/
http://www.ucmerced.edu/news/2015/study-china-misinformation-skews-views-government
http://www.ucmerced.edu/news/2015/study-china-misinformation-skews-views-government
https://www.voachinese.com/a/us-journalist-china-02252021/5793034.html
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Grants and Awards 
 
Mershon Center Associate Professor Grant, Ohio State University, 2023 
 
UC Merced Academic Senate Faculty Research Grants, 2022, 2019, 2017, 2016, 2012, 2011 
 
Extraordinary Reviewer Award, Comparative Political Studies, 2020 
 
Glenn Campbell and Rita Ricardo-Campbell National Fellowship, Hoover Institution, Stanford 
University, 2018–19 
 
Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation Scholar Grant, 2018  
 
UC Merced Department of Political Science Faculty Grant, 2018 
 
University of California Pacific-Rim Program Faculty Research Grant, 2013 
 
Hellman Fellowship, 2012 
 
Recent Invited Presentations  
 
2026: Aarhus University (keynote speaker, April), University of Michigan (April) 
2025: Peking University, Tsinghua University, Zhejiang University, New York University (Frontiers 

in Empirical Research on East Asia Workshop) 
2024: University of Hong Kong, Zhejiang University, Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen 
2023: Princeton University, Columbia University (Russian/Authoritarian Media Workshop), Santa 

Fe Institute (Information Architectures as Socio-technical Competitions Workshop) 
2022: University of Washington, Washington University in St. Luis (Comparative Politics Annual 

Workshop), Princeton University (Psychology of Authoritarian Rule Workshop) 
2021: University of Pennsylvania, University of Connecticut, New York University (Quantitative 

China Studies Workshop); Hang Seng University of Hong Kong (International Conference on 
Misinformation and Fake News) 

2020: Zooming in China Workshop, Ohio State University (Conference on Great Power Competition 
and Conflict) 

2019: UCSD, University of Southern California, Stanford University China Social Sciences 
Workshop 

 
Courses Taught  
 

• Politics of Information (Ph.D., OSU) 
• Authoritarian Politics (Ph.D., OSU and UC Merced)  
• Introduction to Game Theory/Formal Theories of Politics I (Ph.D., OSU and UC Merced) 
• Formal Political Analysis/Formal Theories of Politics II (Ph.D., UC Merced)  
• Comparative Political Institutions (Ph.D., UC Merced) 
• Theoretical Models of Politics/Game Theory for Political Scientists (undergraduate, OSU 

https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/ferea/home
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/ferea/home
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and UC Merced) 
• Chinese Politics (undergraduate, UC Merced) 
• Politics of Information and Public Opinion (undergraduate, OSU and UC Merced) 

 
Advising  
 
As primary advisor (dissertation committee chair):  

• Timothy Yin (OSU) 
• Chaohong Pan (UC Merced) 
• Jun Hyeok Jang (UC Merced) 
• Nicholas Cruz (UC Merced) 

 
As dissertation committee member:  

• Christy Oh (OSU) 
• Tony Yang (Washington University in St. Louis) 
• Rex Deng (Washington University in St. Louis) 
• Ae-Sil Woo (UC Merced) 
• Peter Carey (UC Merced) 
• Jay Chieh Kao (University of Texas at Austin) 
• Jianjun Yu (University of Iowa) 

 
Service to the Profession 
 
Manuscript reviewer:  

• American Economic Review: Insights, American Political Science Review, Journal of Political 
Economy, American Journal of Political Science, American Journal of Sociology, British Journal of 
Political Science, China Quarterly, China Journal, Chinese Journal of Sociology, Comparative Political 
Studies, Comparative Politics, Democratization, Economics and Politics, Environmental Politics, 
European Political Science Review, Frontiers in Political Science, International Journal of 
Communication, International Journal of Press/Politics, International Journal of Public Opinion 
Research, International Political Science Review, International Studies Quarterly, Issues and Studies, 
Journal of Asian and African Studies, Journal of Chinese Political Science, Journal of Contemporary 
China, Journal of East Asian Studies, Journal of Conflict Resolution, Journal of Experimental Political 
Science, Journal of Japanese Political Science, Journal of Peace Research, Journal of Politics, Journal of 
Theoretical Politics, Mass Communication and Society, Modern China, Perspective on Politics, 
Political Behavior, Political Communication, Political Research Quarterly, Political Science Research 
and Methods, Proceedings of National Academy of Sciences, Public Choice, Public Opinion Quarterly, 
Research & Politics, Social Choice and Welfare, Sociological Methods and Research, Social Science 
Quarterly, Social Science Research, World Development, World Politics 
 

• Cambridge University Press, Oxford University Press, University of Michigan Press 
 
Editorial board: Political Communication (January 2024 - ) 
 
Conference Section Chair: MPSA 2017, Section on the Politics of East Asia and China  
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University and Department Service 
 
Ohio State University (Department of Political Science unless otherwise noted) 

• Comparative Politics Subfield Coordinator, 2025-26 
• Graduate Placement Director, 2024-25 
• Speaker Series Committee Chair, 2024-25 
• Admissions and Recruitment Committee Member, 2023-25 
• Graduate Studies Committee Member, 2023-24, 2025-26 

 
University of California: 

• Steering Committee Member, Institute on Global Conflict and Cooperation, 2012-14 
• Academic Council Member, Fudan-UC Center on Contemporary China, 2012-13 

 
University of California, Merced 

• Founding Faculty Member, Institute for Research in Innovation, Sustainability & 
Entrepreneurship (iRise) 

• Academic Senate Committee on Rules and Elections, 2017-18 
• Curriculum Committee, School of Social Sciences, Humanities and Arts, 2017-18, Spring 2022 
• Graduate Fellowship Reviewer, 2019-20 

 
Department of Political Science, University of California at Merced: 

• Undergraduate Program Chair, Spring 2022, 2017-18 
• Graduate Group Vice Chair, 2022-23 
• Faculty Search Committee, 2022-2023 (chair), 2016-17, 2012-13 
• Speaker Series Committee, 2020-21 (chair), 2016-17, 2014-15 
• Ph.D. Comprehensive Exam Committee (the Political Institutions and Political Economy 

Track), 2022-23 (chair), 2019-20 (chair), 2016-17 (chair), 2021-22, 2017-18, 2014-15 
• Lab Committee Chair, 2021-22 
• Political Science Major Program Review Vice-Chair, 2016-17 
• Website/Social Media Manager, 2015-17 
• Lecturer Search Committee, Spring 2018 (chair), Spring 2016, Spring 2014 
• Department Representative to the Executive Committee of the School of Social Sciences, 

Humanities and Arts, Spring 2020 
• WASC Program Assessment Committee, 2019-20, 2014-15, 2010-12 
• First Year Ph.D. Exam Committee, 2019-20 
• Graduate Math Course Committee, Spring 2015,  
• Methods Sequence Subcommittee, Spring 2020 
• M.A. Comprehensive Exam Committee, Spring 2014 
• Admissions and Awards Committee, 2022-23 (chair), 2020-22, 2015-16, 2010-11 
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