Erik D. Heidemann

September 2009
Department of Political Science Email: heidemann.3@buckeyemail.osu.edu
The Ohio State University Phone: 614-247-8743 (office)
2140 Derby Hall, 154 North Oval Mall 614-204-2159 (cell)
Columbus, OH 43210
Education

The Ohio State University
Ph.D., Political Science expected 2010; M.A., 2006.

Major field: American Politics; Minor Field: Political Psychology
Dissertation: The New Voter: Peripheral Voter by Another Name?

o In this dissertation, I examine the demography, political attitudes, and political
behavior of new voters in the 2004, 2006, and 2008 elections using several data
sources, one of which is a two-wave panel study of Ohioans registered to vote,
stratified by length of registration (new v. established voters), that I designed and
conducted. It is replete with variables allowing me to test just how new voters
differ from experienced electors. A particular focus of my dissertation is the
critical role electoral mobilization plays in stimulating turnout among new voters,
many of whom lack the political interest and motivation to remain active in
electoral politics, absent a supportive nudge from others. I conclude that the
mobilization of new voters has great potential to sustain and reinvigorate our
political system.
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