Political Science 101
Practice Midterm

The foundation for U.S. policy toward the Soviet Union after World War 1l was
détente.

unilaterdism.

containment.

internationdism.

isolaionism.
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declared that an iron curtain had fallen across Europe.
Wington Churchill
Harry Truman
Joseph Stain
Neville Chamberlain
Dwight Eisenhower
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The communists took over Chinain

a 1917
b. 1929
C. 1935
d. 1949
e. 1962

The use of the military to restrict illegd immigration and drug trafficking isan

example of

a police-type action.

b. counterinsurgency.

C. limited conventiond war.
d. insurgency.

e. unlimited conventiona war.

About the position of the United States in world trade, it can be said that

a the United States has never had atrade surplus.

b. in recent years, the United States has had trade surpluses more often than
it has had deficits.

C. the United States has the most favorable balance of trade in the world.

d. the United Statesis alarger market than the European Unioniis.

e. none of the above.

The phrase that best describes the shift in America s world position from the pre-
to the post- World War |l erasis

a internationaism to isolaionism.

b isolationism to internationdism.

C. containment to isolationisam.

d interventionism to isolaionism.
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11.

12.

e

none of the above.

Which of the following is a true satement regarding the Cold War?

a
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It never became an actual shooting war between the United States and the
Soviet Union.

It included a policy of containment.

It included U.S. support for governments threatened by communism.

The globa power structure was bipolar.

All of the above.

One reason why the Soviet Union eventudly collapsed was its
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heavy defense expenditures.

isolation from western technology and markets.
inefficient centralized command economy.
perestroika initictive.

al of the above.

After Soviet takeoversin Eastern Europe following World War 11, President
Harry Truman believed that the Soviet Union was

a
b.
C.
d
e

aglobd threst.

aregiond threat only.

not a threat to Western Europe.

likely to evolve into a true democracy within a decade.
on the verge of acivil war.

The European Recovery Plan is better known asthe
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Truman Doctrine
Marshd| Plan
Carter Doctrine
Clinton Manifesto
Reagan Decree

Which one of the following is not widely regarded as a politicd ided in America?
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liberty

equdity
sdf-government
freedom
collectiviam

Overt discrimination againgt the Chinese and other Asian groups was diminated
from U.S. immigration lawsin

IS

b
C.
d.
e

1882
1923
1965
1987
1998



13.  The gtatement, “We hold these truths to be sdlf-evident, that al men are created
equd,” can befoundin
a the Declaration of Independence.
b the U.S. Condtitution.
C. the Federaist Papers.
d. the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
e the Emancipation Proclamation.

14.  Theprocessthat determines how asociety will be governed refersto

a palitics.

b. government.
C. ditigm.

d. socidiam

e communigm.

15.  Americans emphasis on sdf-sufficiency and materid accumulation reflects their

bdief in

a liberty.

b. sdf-government.

C. individudism.

d. diversty.

e collectiviam.
16. In the Second Treatise on Civil Government, argued that dl individuas
have certain naturd rights, including life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

a Thomas Hobbes

b. John Locke

C. Thomas Jefferson

d. Jean Jacques Rousseaul

e. James Madison

17.  Which of thefollowing is true about the United States?

a The candidate with the most popular votes aways becomes president.

b. There are forms of direct democracy at the nationd leve.

C. To protect against abuses of power, the Framers of the Condtitution
devised a system of checks and balances.

d. Mgority rule is more direct in the United States than in other European
democracies.

e Senators, representatives, and presidents dl have the same terms of office.

18. A mgor criticdam of the theory of plurdism isthat
a there are no organized interest groups.
b. magjorities dwayswin.
C. only asmal number of powerful groups are wdl organized and highly
influentid on policy makers.



d. minority groups dwayswin.
none of the above.

.

Americans are the largest minority in the United States.

a African

b. Hispanic

C. Asan

d. Native

e. | ndependent

One fear about mgority rulein ademocracy isthat it could lead to
gpathy on the part of dites.

tyranny through suppression of the minority.

public policies that benefit specid-interest groups.

control of government by career bureaucrats.

al of the above
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Early Americans preference for limited government was strengthened by

a Britain’s Glorious Revolution.

b. L ockean philosophy.

C. Britain’s treatment of the colonies after the French and Indian War.
d. taxation without representation.

e al of the above.

Marbury v. Madison was an ingenious decison because it

a returned a case that involved the issue of Sates rightsinto one that
asserted nationa power.

b. redefined the congtitutiond relationship between the presdent and
Congress.

C. assarted the power of the judiciary without bringing it into direct conflict
with the president or Congress.

d. turned a case that involved the issue of gates' rightsinto one that asserted
judicia power over the inditutions of society.

e gave more power to the presidency, at the expense of Congress.

The writers of the Congtitution used the term to describe the form of
government in which power resides in the people but is exercised through a
system of representative inditutions.

a democracy

b. republic

C. federdiam

d conditutionalism
f. Electord College

Thomas Jefferson proclaimed the Revolution of 1800 the victory of
a common people over wedthy interedts.
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26.

27.

28.

29.

30.
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Andrew Jackson persuaded the states to choose their presidential electors

a

b
C.
d.
e

merchants over farmers.

southern interests over northern interests.
nationalists over states rights advocates.
American interests over foreign interests.

on the basis of popular vaoting.

by avote of the Sate legidature.

by avote of Congress.

by apresdentiad convention.

on the basis of one state, one elector.

The Articles of Confederation provided for
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anationa Congress.

each date having one vote in Congress.

unanimous approva by the states to amend the Articles.
al of the above.

none of the above.

Theindiendblerightsin the Declaration of Independence are

cop o

life, liberty, and the pursuit of hgppiness.
liberty, equdity, and fraternity.

life, liberty, and property.

life and property only.

equdity and liberty only.

Not among the checks Congress has on the executive is
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The document explaining the ideas of the Condtitution and urging itsraification
isthe

a

b
C.
d.
e

power to retify treaties.
power to gpprove executive gppointments.
power to hold hearings.

power to impeach.

power to administer the laws directly if it chooses to do so.

Mayflower Compact.
Declaration of Independence.
Anti- Federdist Papers.
Federalist Papers.
Declaration of Conscience.

Judicia review isthe power of the American courtsto

a

b
C.
d

declare alaw uncondtitutiond.
suspend the writ of habeas corpus.
impeach the president.

give advisory opinions to Congress.
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32.

33.

35.

36.

e

give advice and counsd to the president.

Dejure discrimination and de facto discrimingtion are two ways in which some
Americans are less equa than others. Examples of public policies designed to
address each of these forms of discrimination are

a
b.
C.

d.

€.

the Brown decison (de jure), and affirmative action (de facto).
affirmative action (de jure), and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (de facto).
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (de jure), and the Brown decison (de
facto).

the Supreme Court’ s busing decisions (de jure), and affirmative action
decisons (de facto).

none of the above.

Compared with the nationa legidatures of most northern European countries, the

United States Congress has proportion of women.

a alower

b.. anarowly higher

C. asomewhat higher

d. asubgtantidly higher

s} nearly the same

According to Gunnar Myrdd, what is America s curse?

a greed

b. racid discrimination

C. obesity

d dreet violence

C religious intolerance

Women in America obtained the right to vote in nationa eectionsin

a 1790.

b. 1865.

C. 1890.

d. 1920.

s} 1974.

Today, the mgority of African Americansin the nation

a live in segregated neighborhoods.

b. send their children to schools that are predominantly white.

C. have the same qudity of heslth care as the mgority of white Americans

d have the same opportunities for higher education as the mgority of white
Americans.

e have incomes equd to that of the mgority of white Americans

The end of Recongtruction in the South was followed soon theresfter by.

a

b.

asharp increase in black voter participation in the South.
aragpid risein the Sze of the southern black middle-class.



C. alengthy period of racid segregation in the South’s public schools and
public accommodations.

d. asurge of support for the Republican party in the South.

e actions by southern state legidatures to hed theracid divisons that
existed as aresult of the South’s history of davery.

37. Equality of result policies are primarily directed at discriminatory
effects.
a dejure
b. de facto
C. reigious
d. gender
e. due process
38. Puerto Rican Americanstypicaly support candidates.
a Republican
b. Libertarian
C. Democratic
d. Socidigt
e | ndependent
39. In colonid times, women were not permitted to
a vote.
b. hold office.
C. serveon juries.
d. own and dispense property without the husband’ s consent.
e al of the above.
40. was arrested twice and fined in her hometown of Rochester, New Y ork
for organized Election Day protests againgt laws denying women theright to vote.
a L oretta Sanchez
b. Gerddine Ferraro
C. Susan B. Anthony
d. Amdia Earhart
e Eleanor Roosavelt
41.  Viewed in higtoricd terms, federalism has been a
a pragmatic principle, in that the relationship between the nation and the

states has adapted to the needs of the time.

b. theoretica principle, in that congtitutional provisions for federalism have
had virtualy no impact on the relationship between the nation and the
states.

C. flawed principle, in that the relationship between the nation and the Sates
has been a constant source of problems without many positive benefits.

d. fixed principle, in that the relationship between the nation and Satesis
amost completely defined by provisons of the Condtitution.

f. poor replacement for the confedera system which existed before the
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Condtitution.

Sovereignty refersto

a agovernment headed by aking.

b. adivison of authority between the national government and the States.

C. ultimate governing authority .

d. subnationd (date) governments.

f. none of the above.

Which of the following is most closdly related to the concept of implied powers?

a necessary and proper clause

b supremacy clause

C. Tenth Amendment

d. the commerce clause

e the power to tax

According to the Federaists, the states would have palitical control over dl of the

following except

a public mords.

b. education.

C. the country’ s economy.

d. socid wdfare programs.

f. public hedlth.

According to the Dred Scott decison, daves were

a property.

b beings of an inferior order.

C. not full American citizens

d. not alowed to litigate in federd courts.

e al of the above,

During the Great Depression of the 1930s, the nationd government

a provided vast sums to business firms to keep them out of bankruptcy.

b. provided health care to Americans on atemporary bass as a means of
dleviating economic hardships.

C. asserted the power to regulate the nation’s economy.

d. provided vast sums to the states so they could meet their citizens wefare

f.

needs.
utilized lai ssez-faire cgpitdism in its policies.

The Congtitution dlows sates to

a
b.
C.

d.

rase an amy in pescetime.

print money.

make commerciad agreements with other states without the consent of
Congress.

govern intrastate commerce.
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49.

50.

51

52.

53.

e. govern interstate commerce.

Devolution is
a the passing of authority from the nationa government to the state and
locd levels.

b. the expansion of nationa authority that began in the 1930s.

C. the contraction of state authority and the expansion of local government
authority.

d. the expansion of nationa authority that began in the 1960s.

a none of the above.

The federd government’ s power to tax, regulate commerce among the Sates, and

to declare war are al examples of powers.
a reserved

b. enumerated

C. implied

d. concurrent

e none of the above

In Americatoday, public education is primarily the responsbility of
the nationa governmen.

date and locd governments.

the National Education Association (NEA).

the American Federation of Teachers (AFT).

the U.S. Department of Education.
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Theterm, civil liberties, refersto liberties that

goply in cvil cases but not in crimind cases.

apply in avil cases but not in military ones.

are condtitutiondly protected from infringement by governmerntt.
are conditutionaly protected from infringement by individuas.
are not covered by the First Amendment.
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Which of the following is correct with regard to obscenity and the law?
Obscenity is not protected by the First Amendment.

Obscenity is never unlawful.

Child pornography is protected by the Firss Amendment.
Obscenity has been easy for courts to define with precison.
Obscenity is protected under the Ninth Amendment.
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The establishment clause prohibits government from

establishing exceptions to the Bill of Rights.

establishing exceptions to the Fourteenth Amendment.

favoring one religion over another or supporting religion over no religion.
interfering with freedom of assembly.

interfering with the right to bear arams.
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The Supreme Court has reasoned that aright of privacy is provided by

a
b.

C.

d.

a

the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

the Ninth Amendment, which says that peopl€ s rights are not limited to
those enumerated in the Condtitution.

the Tenth Amendment, which reserves to the people and the states those
powers not granted to the federal government.

areasonable interpretation of other congtitutiona protections of individua
rights.

the Civil Rights Act of 1991.

In Planned Parenthood v. Casey (1992), the justices

a
b.
C.
d
e

ruled that states are free to adopt abortion laws of their choosing.
regffirmed the right to an abortion in the early months of pregnancy.
invoked the Ninth Amendment for the first time in an abortion decison.
invaidated the right to an abortion in the early months of pregnancy.
none of the above.

The freedoms of speech, press, assembly, and petition are found in

a

b
C.
d.
a

the Firs Amendment.

the Fourth Amendment.

the Sixth Amendment.

the Tenth Amendment.

the Fourteenth Amendment.

“Y ou have the right to remain slent....Anything you say can and will be used
againg you in acourt of law...Y ou have theright to an atorney.” Thisiscdled

a

b.
C.
d
f.

the preferred podition doctrine.
the clear and present danger test.
the Mirandawarning.

the fairness doctrine.

none of the above.

Which of the following amendments contains a due process clause?

a

b
C.
f.
e

First

Tenth

Third
Fourteenth
Twenty-First

Sander goplies to defamation of an individud’ s reputation through the
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written word.

spoken word.

written and spoken word.

written, spoken, and symbolic word.
none of the above.
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In the Contitution, procedural due processis protected by the
a Fourth Amendment.

b. Ffth Amendment.

C. Sixth Amendment.

d Fourteenth Amendment.

e al of the above.



