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We the

People
Chapter 1

American Political Culture:
Seeking a More Perfect Union



Gover nment

« asetof individuals with authority

— to make collective decisions under established
rules, and

— to coerce individuals to comply with their
decisions.



Purposes of Gover nment

* Resolve disputes

e Solve collective action problems in order
to provide collective benefits



Collective Benefits
and Collective Action

* A collective benefit is one that, once provided, Is
avallable and free to all, even those who did not
contribute to its provision.

« Most individuals will not voluntarily contribute to
the provision of collective benefits because they
can enjoy them anyway.



The Social Contract

« Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan (1651)

— People agree to be governed in order to be protected
from one another

 John Locke, Second Treatise on Civil
Government (1690)

— People agree to be governed in order to safeguard
their natural rights—Ilife, liberty, property.

e Jean Jacques Rousseau, Social Contract (1762)

— submission to the authority of the “general will” of the
people as a whole guarantees individuals against
being subordinated to the wills of others



Democr acy and Self-gover nment

e Authority to govern is vested in the people

e Citizens grant authority to govern through
elections.



Politics
Who gets what, when and how (Lasswell)

The authoritative allocation of values (Easton)

The process through which a society settles its
conflicts (Patterson)

Actions by individuals or groups to use the
coercive powers of government to advance their
Interests (Wright)



Political Culture

e Political Culture

— The characteristic and deep-seated beliefs of
a particular people about government and
politics.

— Rooted in European heritage of the first white
settlers.



Liberty and Equality for All

e Liberty for Whom?
— abortion
— environment

e Equality versus Liberty?
— education
— homeownership



Statesin the Nation




Student-L oan Debt
» Average Undergraduate Debt, 2002

e Average Graduate Debt (in addition to
undergraduate debt)

 Average Monthly Payments
(undergraduate), 2002



Homeownership Rates, 1900-2000
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Theories of American Politics

Elitism
— Public policies are determined by a small number of
economic and socially influential individuals.

Pluralism

— Public policies are determined by competition among
diverse interest groups

Public Opinion/Majoritarianism

— Public policies are determined by citizens’
preferences as expressed through popular elections

Bureaucracy

— Public policies are determined through their
Implementation by unelected, career bureaucrats



