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This class is concerned with governnment and politics in the
United States at the national level. The course has two major
goal s:

1. To ensure that you have an understandi ng of the mechani cs
of national governnent and politics--the ways that inportant
processes operate. By the end of the quarter you should have a
cl ear sense of such matters as the process by which Congress
adopts legislation, the structure of the federal bureaucracy, and
the routes that cases take as they flow through the federa
courts.

2. To inprove your understandi ng of the ways that the
processes of government and politics work in practice and of why
they work in those ways. W will expl ore such phenonena as the
difficulties that presidents face in controlling the bureaucracy,
the success that nembers of Congress enj oy when they run for

reel ection, and the recent conservati sm of the Supreme Court. In
each i nstance we will | ook for good expl anati ons of these
phenomena.

I think these goals are i nportant, and the teaching
assistants and | want to do everything we can to hel p you achi eve
them W also want to help you to do as well in the class as
possible. This syllabus is intended to be hel pful to you.

Pl ease read it carefully, because it includes material that
you'll need to have about the class and about your
responsibilities in the class.

Course Materi al

The subjects to be studied in the course are |listed tw ce on
the syllabus: first, to showthe list of topics that we wll
take up and the readings that go with them second, to indicate
the tentative schedule for our discussion of these topics in
cl ass (and for your reading on the same topics).

Readi ngs for the course will be drawn primarily fromtwo
books. These books are avail abl e at the Student Book Exchange
(14th and High Streets) and probably at the ot her canpus
bookst ores:



Wel ch, G uhl, Coner, Rigdon, and Anbrosius, Under standi ng
Anerican Governnent, 6th edition.

Bruce Allen Murphy, Portraits of Arerican Politics: A
Reader, 3rd edition.

There i s an additional reading assignnent: each day, pick up
the OSU Lantern and read any articles in the Lantern that deal
wi th national governnment and politics. You can test your
under st andi ng of politics, and extend t hat under standi ng, by
trying to nmake sense of events reported in the news. Sone news
events will be discussed in class, and the tests will include
guestions rel ated to those events.

Course material will be presented in the readings, in class
sessions, and in recitation section neetings with the teaching
assistants. Each has its own purposes:

1. The Wel ch book provides a good sumary of the mechani cs
of national governnent and politics. To the extent that you are
unfam liar with the mechani cs, this book will provide you with

nearly all the information you need. It al so provides material
on the ways that governnent and politics work in practice, so it
will connect up with the i ssues that we take up in cl ass.

2. The Murphy book incl udes various readi ngs on aspects of
nat i onal gover nment and politics, nost of them focusing on
specific incidents or people. These readings are intended to
gi ve you concrete exanpl es of how the political process works, to
illustrate sone of the generalizations that are presented in the
Wl ch book.

3. In class sessions we will take up specific aspects of
each section that nmerit closer scrutiny. 1In class, the primary
concern will be why politics and governnment work the ways they
do, and especially how to explain patterns in politics and
government. As the list of topics on this syllabus indicates,
each topic focuses on a specific question as a way of
under standi ng an i nportant issue in that section of the course

4. Inrecitation sections we will look further into aspects
of the material s fromcl ass sessions and t he readi ngs. The
section neetings will al so be used to hel p prepare you to do wel |
in the class, especially on the exans. Your paper assignnent
wi |l be provided and di scussed i n your section.

Sone inportant material wll be presented only in class
sessions, only in section meetings, or only in your readings.
You are responsi ble for all the material presented in any of
these three places. You are also responsi ble for all the
information provided in class sessions or section neetings about
requi renents and schedules. If you nust mss a class or neeting,
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make sure to find out from ot her students about the material and
information t hat was presented.

G adi ng

The course grade will be based on several conponents:

1. Afirst mdtermexanm nation, tentatively schedul ed for
Wednesday Oct ober 10th. This examw |l count for 20% of the
cour se gr ade.

2. A second mdtermexam tentatively schedul ed for Monday
November 5th. This examw |l count for 25% of the course grade.

3. Afinal exam to be held on Wednesday Decenber 5th at
1:30 p.m This examw |l count for 30% of the course grade.
(Graduating seniors will have their final exam on Monday Novenber
26th at 2:30 p.m, during class tine. | wll nmeet with them
after the second mdtermto discuss arrangenents for their exam)

4. A short analytic paper, to be due in your recitation
section on Friday Novenber 16th. The specific paper assignment
will be provided and discussed in your recitation section. The
paper will count for 20% of the course grade.

5. Attendance and partici pation in your recitation section.
Consi stency of attendance and quality of participation will be
gi ven equal wei ght; together they will count for 5% of your
cour se gr ade.

6. Extra credit activities. Participation in an academ c
experinment in the political science departnment or other special
activities that we will announce in class can raise your total
score by 2%

To sunmari ze: .
Poi nt s % of qgrade

First mdterm 40 20%
Second m dter m 50 25%
Final exam 60 30%
Paper 40 20%
Recitation 10 5%

Tot al 200 100%
Extra credit 4 2%

You are expected to take the exam nations at the tines

i ndicated and to turn in your paper on the due date. |If you have
very good reason to m ss an exam nation, you nmust get perm ssion
fromnme to mss that exambefore the tine it is given. |f | give

you perm ssion to mss an exam you nust check with me on t he
first class day after the exam nation to find out the tinme for
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t he makeup exam nation, and you nust appear at that tine.
(Makeup exam nations will consist of essay questions only.) If
you m ss an exam hation without prior permssion, ordinarily you
will receive a score of zero on that exam nation. |f you have
very good reason for missing the exam nation w thout prior
permssion, | will allowyou to take the makeup with a penalty of
five points for each day after the exam before you notified ne,

i ncl uding the day of the exam The paper nust be turned in by
the time of your recitation section on the due date; there will
be a substantial penalty for each day after that tinme it is
handed in, including the due date. Unforeseen circumstances
sonmetimes arise at the last mnute; to guard against them do
your best to conplete your work for the paper before the due
date.

O course, no dishonest practices on the exam nations or on
the paper assignment will be acceptable, and any suspected cases
of dishonesty will be reported to the university commttee on
academ ¢ m sconduct and handl ed according to university policy.

The exam nations will include multiple-choice and short-
essay questions. Questions will be drawn about equally from
material presented in class sessions and section neetings and
frommaterial in the readings. Questions will be related to both
of the goals that | have laid out for the class. |In other words,
they will deal both with the mechanics of political and
gover nment al processes and with description and expl anati on of
the ways that governnent and politics work in practice. Early in
the quarter I will hand out a brief guide to exam nations that
i ncl udes sone sanpl e questi ons.

The first mdtermwi |l cover all the nmaterial that we have
reached by that tine. The second mdtermw || cover the nateri al
since the first mdterm The final exam nation will cover
primarily the material since the second mdterm but it will also
i ncl ude questions on material fromearlier in the quarter.

Gades in the class will not be based on a 90, 80, 70, 60
scale. Rather, | will set a grade scale for each test after the
test, and there will also be grade scales for the paper and for
the recitation section. Your grade in the class will be based on
the total of your scores (including extra credit) conpared with
the total of the grade scales for each assignnent. So, if the
| owest A's for the various assignnents add up to 175, students
Wi th scores of 175 or higher will get A's in the class. The
| owest score for an Awill be an A-, and the three scores cl osest
to the borderline for other grades with be given + or - grades.
For exanple, if the lowest Ais 175 and the | owest B is 153, 176
and above will be A's, 175 will be an A, 172-174 B+, 156-171 B,
and 153- 155 B-.



Assi stance

As | noted earlier, both the teachi ng assistant for your
section and I want to give you any help with the course that you
need. M office hours are listed at the beginning of the
syl | abus, and your teachi ng assistant will announce of fice hours
in the section neeting. |If you use electronic mail, feel free to
send me a nessage when you have a question or concern; ny address
is listed al so.

You may find that you are working hard to understand t he
course material but that you are still confused. O you may do
badl y on the first exam nation even though you felt that you were
wel | prepared. Please cone to see one of us if you have these
ki nds of problems. W nmay be able to hel p you in under standi ng
difficult material, or we may suggest ways to study that wl|
hel p you to do better. And, of course, if you don't have any
probl ems but want to tal k about the course, feel free to come see
us.

Students with disabilities nay need special assistance or
speci al arrangenents, particularly for the exam nations. Pl ease

I et me know what you need as soon as possi ble and early enough
that it can be provided.

Li st of Topi cs and Readi ngs
Li sted below are the topics that we'll be taking up in the
Monday and Wednesday cl ass sessions, along with the readings for
each section of the course.
1. Introduction: why doesn't gover nment work better?
Wel ch, ch. 1
2. The Constitution

a. Dividing power: why there are so many fronts in the
tobacco wars

b. Limting government: why the police can't scan houses
for marijuana crops.

Wel ch, chs. 2, 3
Mur phy, readings 1.3, 1.4, 1.5



Money in politics

a. The power of noney: why United Parcel is flying to
Chi na

b. The failure of regul ation: why soft noney i s stronger
t han hard noney.

Vel ch, ch. 9

Interest groups
a. Organi zi ng groups: why we join the AAA
b. G oup influence: why it may get harder to go bankrupt.
Wl ch, ch. 6

Publi ¢ opi ni on

a. | npact of public opinion: why Bill Cinton finished
his termand Richard N xon didn't.

b. Sources of public opinion: why we don't trust the
gover nment .

Wel ch, ch. 4
The nass nedi a

a. Medi a coverage: why Gary Condit got nore attention
t han poverty.

b. Medi a i npact: how the president spent his sunmmer
vacation.
Wl ch, ch. 5
El ections
a. Election rules: why Al Gore is out of work.
b. Voters' decisions: how we figure out what to do.

C. Party tides: why it's tough to be a Southern Denocr at .

d. Effects of the election process: do good candi dat es
beconme good president s?

wWel ch, chs. 7, 8
Mur phy, readings 6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 6.4



"The Mechani cs of Presidential Elections" (handout)

8. Congress

a. Wnning re-el ection, part 1. why the House keeps
voti ng agai nst flag burners.

b. Wnning re-election, part 2. why Hawaii has interstate
hi ghways.

C. Power in Congress: how JimJeffords turned governnent
upsi de- down.

d. The | egi sl ative process: why we never get a budget on
tinme.

Wel ch, ch. 10
Mur phy, readings 3.1, 3.2

9. Bureaucracy

a. The politics of structure: why people listen to Al an
G eenspan.

b. Admnistrative effectiveness: why the INS keeps
nessi ng up

C. Bureaucratic politics, part 1. how the I RS got
def anged.

d. Bureaucratic politics, part 2: why J. Edgar Hoover got
anyt hi ng he want ed.

Wel ch, ch. 12
Mur phy, readings 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.5

10. The presi dency

a. Styl es of governing: what difference does Geor ge Bush
make?

b. Organi zi ng the presidency: who is Andrew Card, and why
shoul d we care?

C. Presidents and Congress: how we got a tax cut this
year.
d. Presi dents and t he bureaucracy: how Christine Whitnan

protects the environnent.

Wel ch, ch. 11



Mur phy, readings 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 3.5



11. The courts

a.

Sel ecting judges: why M chael Luttig nmay get from
Ri chmond t o Washi ngt on.

Crimnal cases: why the Unabonber pled guilty.
Maki ng | aw and policy: why abortion is |egal.

| mpl ement i ng decisions: why it took forever to
desegregate the schools

Wl ch, ch. 13
Mur phy, readings 4.2, 4.4, 4.5, 7.1

12. Conclusion: does government work better than we think?

Tentati ve O ass Schedul e

The Monday and Wednesday sessions and dates for assignnments
are listed below Note that there may be m nor changes in the
schedul e;

Septenber 19
Septenber 24
Septenber 26

Cct ober
Cct ober
Cct ober
Cct ober
Cct ober
Cct ober
Cct ober
Cct ober
Cct ober
Oct ober

1

3

8

10
15
17
22
24
29
31

any changes wi |l be announced.

1 Introduction
2 Rules of the gane: the Constitution
3 Mney in politics
4 |Interest groups
5 Public opinion
6 The nass nedia
F RST M DTERM
7 Elections

El ecti ons (cont.)
8 Congress

Congress (cont.)
9 The bureaucracy

Bureaucracy (cont.)



10

Novenber 5 SEGCOND M DTERM

November 7 10 The presidency
November 14 Presi dency (cont.)
November 16 ( PAPERS DUE)

(Friday)

Novenber 19 11 The courts

November 26 Courts (cont.)
Novenber 28 12 Concl usion

Decenber 5 FI NAL EXAM NATI ON ( 1: 30)

(Wednesday)



